















What Does “Child Abuse” Mean?: 
A Historical Changes, Cultural Differences, and the Problem on 
Medical Diagnosis on Child Abuse from False Charge Perspective
キーワード：人権、親子入浴、硬膜下血腫、揺さぶられっ子症候群、冤罪
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This paper summarizes the history of child abuse in the US, Sweden and Japan.  It 
shows that if cultural differences are considered, particularly for sexual abuse and child 
labor, it is more difficult than expected to define the concept of child abuse uniformly. 
Without this recognition, false charges of child abuse will occur. Secondly, to judge 
whether individual cases are recognized as child abuse or not, medical criteria is focused 
on head injuries to infants, especially on subdural hematoma. This paper points out such 
a medical judgment including the possibility of false charges. Moreover, if parents are 
mistakenly judged as offenders of child abuse, it is very difficult to reverse the judgment 
and get their children back. Though separating parents and children can be necessary for 
protecting the life of children, the recognition of what child abuse is, who judges it, and 
what happens if the judgment is wrong, are crucially important issues to protect the human 
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